Good news and great joy to all the
world: today is born our Saviour. Christ the Lord.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor
Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be regis-
tered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of
David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And
she gave birth to her firstoorn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there
was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were
shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be
afraid; for see--I am bringing you good news of great joy
for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of Da-
vid a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in @ manger." And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God
and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
earth peace among those whom he favours!"

A holy day has dawned upon us.
Come you nations and adore the Lord. Today a great
light has come upon the earth.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being
in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. The true light, which enlight-
ens everyone, was coming into the world.He was in the world, and the world
came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what
was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

Open our hearts, O Lord, to listen to the words
of your Son.

Now every
year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And when
he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festi-
val was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jeru-
salem, but his parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in the group of
travellers, they went a day's journey. Then they started to look for him among
their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusa-
lem to search for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who
heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his par-
ents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, "Child, why
have you treated us like this? Look, your father and | have been searching for
you in great anxiety." He said to them, "Why were you searching for me? Did
you not know that | must be in my Father's house?" But they did not under-
stand what he said to them. Then he went down with them and came to Naza-
reth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her
heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human
favour.

Entrance: * Offertory: Communion: And our eyes at last shall see him,
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Jesus is Born among Us as One of Us

Dear Friends of St Brigid’s and St Mark’s,
Rejoice, God is with us!

God has spoken and continues to speak
to us directly through His only begotten
Son, Jesus Christ whose birthday we
celebrate today. Our loving and gracious
God loves us so dearly that He wants not
only to be close to us or speak to us but
also to enter deeply into the world of our
humanity with all its mess and beauty,
pain, and joy. In other words, God is with
us in all circumstances of life. This is the Good News of our
salvation. This is the primary cause of our joy which can nev-
er be taken away from us. Friends, | invite you today to
spend some time to read and meditate on the liturgical read-
ings. | also invite you to visit our nativity scene in our
Churches or in any other churches. Spend some time before
the nativity scene pondering on the mystery it presents to
you personally. And ask yourself these two questions: What
is God saying to me? What does the celebration of the birth
of Jesus in the manger mean to me at this moment in my
life? As you wrestle to find the answers to these questions
for yourself, try being mindful of whatever situation you are in
at that moment. Rest assured of God’s loving presence here
and now in your life.

May the lights of Christmas, hope, peace, joy, and love en-
kindle our hearts and our relationships with God and with
one another. Merry Christmas to you and your lovely family!
Fr Frank cs (Parish Priest)

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people, the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we stand.
We pay our respects to them for their care of the land. May we walk gently on this land.

Gesu nasce tra noi come uno di noi
Cari amici,

Gioite, Dio & con noi!

Dio ci ha parlato e continua a parlarci
direttamente attraverso il Suo unigenito
Figlio, Gesu Cristo di cui celebriamo
oggi il suo compleanno. Il nostro Dio
amorevole e misericordioso ci ama
cosi tanto che vuole non solo essere
vicino a noi o parlarci, ma anche entra-
re profondamente nel mondo della
nostra umanita con tutta la sua confu-
sione e bellezza, dolore e gioia.In altre
parole, Dio € con noi in tutte le circostanze della vita. Questa é la
Buona Novella della nostra salvezza. Questa € la causa primaria
della nostra gioia, che mai ci potra essere tolta. Amici, oggi vi
invito a dedicare un po' di tempo alla lettura e alla meditazione
delle letture liturgiche. Vi invito anche a visitare il nostro presepe
nelle nostre Chiese o in altre chiese. Passa un po' di tempo da-
vanti al presepe a riflettere sul mistero che ti presenta personal-
mente. E fatevi queste due domande: Cosa mi sta dicendo Dio?
Cosa significa per me la celebrazione della nascita di Gesu nella
mangiatoia in questo momento della mia vita? Mentre combatti
per trovare le risposte a queste domande per te, cerca di essere
consapevole di qualsiasi situazione in cui ti trovi in quel momen-
to. Siate certi della presenza amorevole di Dio qui e ora nella
vostra vita.Che le luci del Natale, la speranza, la pace, la gioia e
I'amore accendino i nostri cuori e le nostre relazioni con Dio e gli uni e
glialti.  Buon Natale a te e alla tua bella famiglia!

Padre Frank cs (Parroco)

catechism, and father to the migrants.

fatherly love. Amen.

ESTTT8  Prayer to Blessed John Baptist CHRISTMAS OFFERING

Scalabrini ENVELOPES available on the seats and on the table
O Blessed John Baptist Sca- at the entrance to the church. The Scalabrinian
labrini,missionary of the Word of fathers thank you for your kindness and
God,minister of the Eucharist and of the generosity.
g Church, man of charity and communion, ; BUST’NE_P ER L_OF Fi ’%RTA DI NATALE,
———  m0st loving son of Mary, apostle of the si trovano sui banchi e all’entrata della Chiesa.

We rely on your intercession to receive God'’s blessings on our-
selves and our beloved ones, on those who face migration and on all
humankind. May the Holy Trinity, through your intercession, grant us

the grace ... (pause for your intention) that we entrust to your

| padri vi ringraziano per la vostra generosita.

IMPORTANT REMINDER
Due to Advent and Christmas celebrations
HOLY HOUR OF DIVINE MERCY
will resume on Friday 14th January 2022 6.00pm

| The Missionaries of St. Charles Borromeo - Scalabrinians - www. Scalabrini. org | Our Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing
1% Ministering to the Parish and Migrants in St. Brigid since 1959 and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults.
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